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“Brevity is the soul of wit” ( )
“Would you please sell us two first-class , , ,
tickets from London to Shanghai and back again and , , ,
we will pay you the uwswal fare for such tickets” . ,
“Two first returns, Shanghai” ?
1
, . « 7 . :young boys
R , , and (young) girls; fresh milk and (fresh) butter;
, , “ 7 , :students
, , (at this college) and teachers at this college; men
, (who work hard) and women who work hard.
y 43 d . [ ]] (
b b b . )
) 1 and not--but---
. . . (1)The computers (which are produced in this
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country ) and the color TV sets which are produced in
this country sell well on foreign markets.

(2) 1t’ s not Mary (who is to blame) but Peter
who is to blame.
2 formerly, previously, once, then,

always, exclusively, obviously, normally, also
’ be

(1) The broad masses of the workers, (who
were) formerly wage slaves, have become masters of

the country.

(2)Helen, (who was ) nomally a timid girl,
talked bravely with a young man at the party.

2

s which
be .
(1) He decided not to complete his university
course, (which was) a great disappointment to his

parents .

(2) He has given in his resignation, (which
was )the best thing he could do in the circumstances.

4 such --as ) as
(1) T said no such thing (as that).

(2) Such accidents (as these ) cannot be
helped.

5 as ’
’ be

(1) T left for America the day after T saw you,

a (was) planned.

(2) He called on her only once a month, as
(was) required.

) be

(1) The streets were thronged with people (who

were) out shopping.

(2) She picked up the newspaper (which was)
on the floor.

7 there be here be

K

(1) There is a man (who ) wants to see you.

(2) Here is a piece of news (that) interests

every one of us.

8
(T know,I think, he said, she hopes)

(1) T asked for something (that) T knew could
not be provided.

(2) He sold the books to the students (which)
he said tell them how to study English.

Are there any trains (we can take leaving here at
night and going to Shanghai ) and buses we can take
leaving here at night and going to Shanghai ?

<« ”»

, :John likes (Mary), and Peter hates,
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He is bored with (rock-and-roll), but his

daughter enjoys, rodk-and-roll. )
« » [2]

Mary

1 I don’ t know

, I’ m afraid not
s Yes, I know
(1) Where has she gone ? —1 don’ t know
(where she has gone).

9 —

(2) TIs she coming here tonight ? —1 don’ t

know (whether she is coming here tonight).
77— .

(3) Can he drive a car? —1I’ m afraid (he

can) not (drive a car).
Ve .

(4) She told me about it yesterday. ——Yes, I

know (she told you about it yesterday ).

2 who, when, where, why, how, what, which

(1) He was not allowed to do it, and I wonder
why (he was not allowed to do it).

(2) 1 think there were four or five presidents
but T which

(presidents were assassinated ).

who were assassinated, forgot

b

(1 T want to know by whom (it was written)
and for whom it was written.

(2) Your mother is anxious about where (you
are going) and how you are going.

2

(1) T was surprised to discover that she was

younger than I expected (that she was).

b

(2) T felt more excited than I could say (that I
felt).

3
9 . . . .
13
1 when, while, once, if; unless, where
’ bea
(1) Be careful when (you are) crossing the
street.

(2) Don’ t talk while (you are eating.

(3) Once (it was) published, the book caused a

remarkable stir.
(4) Correct mistakes if (there are) any.

(5) A body at rest remains at rest unless (it is)
acted upon by an external force.

b

(6) Fill in the blanks with proper articles where

(it is) necessary.
2 than ’

(1) You can speak English more fluently than I
(can speak English).

(2) We’ ve had more fine weather this summer

than (we had fine weather) last (summer ).

3 than ’

b

(1) You can’ t do better than (you) go.
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. thought(that is was).
(2) T would rather die than I would) yield.
(2) Pleasing people is its first aim, and no other

4 than consideration is as important (as pleasing people is).
. be .
(1) The sea was less smooth than (what was ) 9 as ---as
hoped. , be

(1) Come as soon & (it is) passible (for you to
(2) The question is far more complicated than come) .
(what) appears on the surface.
. (2) She is as clever as (she is) beautiful.
) than ,

, . 10 as follows , as
(1) She is better than (she was) when I wrote it what.
you last. (1) The full text reads as (it) follows.
(2) The people seem more agreeable on holiday (2) The conditions are as (what)follows.

than (they are ) when banging through revolving
doors into office buildings. 11 if )

(1) T m happy if you are (happy).

6 than , .
what . (2) Anyone might be angry if (he is) teased.

(1) T won’ t say more than (what) I know. )
. 12 if s
(2) She got more than (what ) she asked for. , ;
anyone, no one

, (D) If anyone (knows ), she knows.
(1) The second visit was almost as soul-stirring (2) If no one (goes), I’ 11 go.

and exciting as the first (visit was soul-stiring and ) .
exciting) . 13 if necessary, if posible

. it.
(2) She plays with him as a cat (plays) with a (1) T will do the work if (it is )possible.
mouse. ,

, . (2) She can take avoiding action if (it is )

8 as ) necessary.
that ) as ,
14

(1) The interview was not such an easy one as [ be .
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(1) The richer the vocabulary (is ), the more
developed the language (is).
(2) The darker the color of the material (s ),

the greater the amount of heat it absorbs (is ).

15 whatever, however
, be
(1) Whatever your problems (are ), they can’ t

be worse than mine.

(2) She bought everything that pleased her, no
matter what the cost (was).

9 9

4
, it

be.

(1) (tis ) No wonder it is heavy.

(2) (Itis a ) Shame you won’ t be there.
5

(1) Who was it (that) told you my name ?

?

(2) Tt isn’ t everybody (that) can do such a

thing.

(3) Tt was this wicked woman (that) completely

upset me.

) ,
) ,
“He loves his

son more than his wife”
“He loves his son more than his wife loves his son”

“He loves his son more than he loves his wife” .
s . dO

“He loves his son more than his wife”
“He loves his son more than his wife does” “He

loves his son more than he does his wife”,

K . b
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Ellipsis in Complex Sentence of English

WU Yuan-heng
( Department of Foreign Languages, Shanghai University of Electric Power, Shanghai 200090, China)

Abstract: Ellipsis, a common phenomenon, is characteristic of English. Ellipsis in complex snetences
of English, which mainly consists of attribute clause, object clause, adverbial clause, subject clausse,
emphatic pattern and absolute construction of participles, is especially difficult for foreign learners,

who should exert every effort to enhance the correct understanding of complex sentences with varied
ellipses, in order to precisely express themselves.

Key words: English; complex sentence; ellipsis



