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John didn’t manage to pass the exam.

>> John tried to pass the exam.
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John didn’t manage to pass the exam. In fact he didn’t even try to.
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BN Lisa: Mary, you can also bring your boy friend to the party tomorrow evening!

Mary: I don’t have boy friend yet.
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She cried before she finished writing the novel.

>> She finished writing the novel.
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She died before she finished writing the novel.
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John hasn’t discovered that Angola is in Asia.

~>>Angola is in Asia.
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%1 3. A:  Our English teacher teaches English very well.

B: Yes, I can hardly believe he is a French.
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5] 5. A:  What do you think of Monica?

B: I think she is a born actor.
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On the Presupposition Ambiguity in Daily-life Conversations and its Disappearance

ZHOU Rong
(School of Foreign Languages, South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan Hubei 430074, China)

Abstract: Presupposition is anobjectiveand pervasive phenomenoninnaturallanguage. In our real life, sometimes, due to the lack of certain
contextual information, the presupposition of a sentence will be ambiguous, thuscausing areasoning deviation of people. However,
presupposition is cancellable, so we can exclude the undesirable potential presupposition according to specific context or objective facts, and
thus make an accuratejudgment of the presupposition ambiguity and accurate understanding of the meaning of the sentence.In this paper, the
presupposition ambiguities in daily-life conversations and their disappearance are explored from the aspect of the cancelability of
presupposition.
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