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(DAmy: Well, T had a delightful evening, Leonard. We
should do this again sometime.

Leonard: Ah, sure, that’ d be nice.

Amy: Glad to hear it. I need someone to accompany me
to the wedding of Dr. Moranelli and Dr. Gustafson this Friday.

Leonard: ...
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@Leonard: Who wants the last dumpling?

Penny: Oh, me!

Sheldon: Penny, a moment. We just had Thai food. In
that culture, the last morsel is called the “greng jai” piece,
and 1t is reserved for the most imporiant and valued member
of the group.

Penny: Thank you all for this high honor.
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(3Bernadette: Why would T keep clothes at your mother’

s house?
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Howard: Well, don’ t think of it that way. Once we move
in, it 1l be our house.

Bernadette: Is she moving out?

Howard: Why would she move out? It * s her house.
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DLeonard: Well, / have some work to do, so...

Amy: I can’ t imagine that would disturb me. Carry on.
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(®Bernadette: Raj, take me home.

Howard: Don’ t listen to her, go to the movie theatre.

Bernadette: Take me home now.

Howard: Movie theatre!

Sheldon: Ok, everybody come down. There is a simple
solution here. Raj, take me to the train store, and then I don’ t
care what you people do.
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Pragmatic Presupposition Theory and its Application in the Sitcom The Bigbang Theory

FENG Zhen-hai
(College of Foreign Languages, South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan HuBei 430074, China)

Abstract: Sitcoms are favored by the people worldwide for its abundant verbal humor. In this paper, pragmatic presupposition is applied to
analyze the verbal humor in The Bigbang Theory. Pragmatic presupposition strategies such as setting presupposition, distorting
presupposition, canceling presupposition, misunderstanding presupposition and changing presupposition, formed according to the pragmatic
presupposition features--common ground, appropriateness, unidirectivity, subjectivity and concealment, can well interpret the pragmatic
mechanism of verbal humor in The Bigbang Theory.
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