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A study of prehistoric water projects and origin

of Chinese civilization based on the battle of Zhuolu

YAN Yuanliang
( Department of Water Resources History, IWHR, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: This paper deals with the process of Battle of Zhuolu, the first mass war in Chinese history,
which took place about 3000 B.C. Huangdi, the Chinese ancestor, defeated Chiyou by using water as
weapon in the war and conquered the central China. This is a result that Huangdi nationality mastering ad-
vanced water technologies beat Chiyou nationality who was good at fighting. The paper discusses further the
relationship between water activities and origin of Chinese civilization in the prehistoric age. It put forwards
a point of view that the “Water Storage by Yinglong Dragon” in the Battle of Zhuolu is the earliest water
project in the records of Chinese history. The Yinglong Dragon is the incarnation of water project like dike
and weir in the earlier historical period.

Keywords: huangdi; chiyou; battle of zhuolu; using water as weapon; yinglong dragon; dike and weir; or-
igin of civilization
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