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Status of decommissioned dam removal and review of
research progress on its effects

GAO Yuqin, LIU Yunping, WANG Huaizhi, ZHANG Zeyu
(College of Water Conservancy & Hydropower Engineering , Hohai University, Nanjing 210098 , China)

Abstract: It is an inevitable trend that the decommissioned dam will be demolished as the degraded and
abandoned reservoirs increased year by year. Considering the removal problem of the retired dam, start-
ing from the number of the dam to dismantle in various countries , dam region distribution, the reasons
for dam removal and the relevant policies, , the current situation of dam demolition at home and abroad is
analyzed and summarized, and the the impact on ecological environment and social economy after dam re-
moval is summarized . It is found that there is a lack of quantitative analysis and a feasible calculation
method. Moreover, it is a single factor study, lacking comprehensive impact factor assessment and analy-
sis. Therefore, it is expected that the future research on the impact of dam removal should be changed
from qualitative analysis to quantitative analysis, and coupled with various factors such as hydrodynamics,
sediment, biological response and aquatic environment, a comprehensive evaluation system for the impact
of dam removal will be constructed.

Key words: dam decommissioning; dam removal status; ecological impact; socio — economic effect; re-
search progress
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