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The Disappeared Process: Construction Technology Training and
Process Innovation from the Perspective of “Time Dimension”
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Abstract: This study examines the Sino-British transition in construction and thoughts in the late 19th and
early 20th century on the basis of modern Building Construction textbooks and the associated training courses.
Additionally, it analyzes the pedagogies of construction technology training in China and Britain, and discusses
the presentation and concealment of the construction processes (i.e., molding, formwork, scaffolding, and
building procedures) in modern technical education. This study thus provides a glimpse into the disappearance
of the building process in Chinese modern architecture. Further, this study explores the related meaning of the
“Confucian—Craftsman” and “Construction-Thoughts” , analyzes the technical freedom of
Chinese building workers in the transformation of modern construction technology education, and explores the

two paired words
two levels of process innovation (i.e., for achieving goals, or for creating goals) and their significance.

Keywords: Modern architecture, Sino-British comparison, Construction technology training, Freedom of crafts-
manship, Process innovation
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